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Why research a historic building?



 To educate the reader or visitor (e.g.,
report, presentation, book, tour, house
museum guide, exhibit, etc.)

 To profit (e.g., marketing)

 To understand its historic, architectural,
and/or cultural significance in order to
justify its preservation

 To inform its treatment

 To learn (e.g., family history)



BASIC RESEARCH

INTENSIVE-LEVEL RESEARCH:
NYC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT PERMITS
MAPS

NEWSPAPERS
TAX RECORDS

ANALYSIS: 
EVALUATING POTENTIAL SIGNIFICANCE

PHOTOGRAPHS

PROPERTY RECORDS
U.S. CENSUS DATA
LOCAL DIRECTORIES



Webster Hall, 119-125 East 11th Street

Webster Hall: A Case Study for Building Research



BASIC RESEARCH



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 

Construction Date: 1886
Architect: Charles Rentz
Purpose-built Dance Hall
NYC landmark

solid apple = landmark
hollow apple = historic 

district



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 



Image: Indicates a different roof than what is there now

Text: Indicates that Webster Hall was a popular place for 
elaborate masquerade balls in the 1910s and 1920s, hosted by 
radical organizations

Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 



Determining if a building is designated

• AIA Guide to New York City

• NYC Department of Buildings Website

• Neighborhood Preservation Center Website

• Guide to New York City Landmarks

• New York City Landmarks Preservation 
Commission Website



Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 



NYC Department of Buildings Website



Webster Hall 
before NYC landmark 
designation 
(pre-2008)

Webster Hall 
after NYC landmark 

designation 
(post-2008)



Finding the Designation Report: 
Neighborhood Preservation Center Website



Finding the Designation Report: 
Neighborhood Preservation Center Website



Finding the Designation Report: 
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission Website



Finding the National Register Nomination: NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website



Finding the National Register Nomination: NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website



Finding the National Register Nomination: NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website



INTENSIVE-LEVEL RESEARCH



Accessing NYC Department of Building Files

Recorded Documents for:

 New Buildings (NB)

 Alterations (Alt)

 Demolition Permits (DM)

NYC Department of Buildings – Created in 1865

Real Estate Record and Builders Guide 
(scanned & indexed for Manhattan buildings 
1900-1986 via Office for Metropolitan History 
website)



Accessing NYC Department of Building Files

Documents Held at:

 Department of Buildings, 280 Broadway

 On microfiche (if available)

 Some original scanned documents are
accessible via the NYC Department of
Buildings website

 Municipal Archives, 31 Chambers Street

 Paper files and microfilm (for
properties below 34th Street)



Files at the NYC Department of Buildings

90-92 Thompson Street, 1913, Louis Sheinart 



Block and Lot Files at 
the Municipal Archives

 Confirmed architect and date
 Confirmed built as a dance hall
 N.B. 1212-1886
 One apartment within building
 Owner, Charles Goldstein
 Built with a peak roof
 Originally only 70’ wide, only
covering 119, 121, and 123 E.
11th



Block and Lot Files at 
the Municipal Archives

 Alt. 7-1892
 20’ extension built

covering 125 E. 11th St. 
 Addition also designed

by Rentz
 Continues to be a dance

hall, now has a
restaurant

 Roof identified as
mansard now



Block and Lot Files at 
the Municipal Archives

 Alt. 1031-1930
 Building still used as a

dance hall
 Repairing the roof after

the fire
 Replacing floor, roof, and

balcony beams damaged by
fire





Certificate of Occupancy Information on 
NYC Department of Buildings Website



Certificate of Occupancy Information on 
NYC Department of Buildings Website



New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990) 
on NYC Department of Buildings Website



New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990) 
on NYC Department of Buildings Website



New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990) 
on NYC Department of Buildings Website



Office for Metropolitan History Online Database
(for Manhattan buildings constructed/altered between 1900-1986)



Office for Metropolitan History Online Database



Historic Maps

Sources in NYC:

 New York Public Library 

 Municipal Archives

 Library of Congress (online)

 New-York Historical Society

 Other internet sources



Historic Map Research

c.1890 Perris & Browne Map 1916 Bromley Map (shows 1892 extension)

From:  New York Public Library’s Online Map Division
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map

From:  Municipal Archives

Historic Map Research



Historic Photographs

Sources in NYC:

 New York Public Library (online)

 Municipal Archives’ Tax Photos 
(free on microfilm)

 Municipal Archives’ Other Photos

 Library of Congress (online)

 New-York Historical Society

 Museum of the City of New York

 Other internet sources



Historic 
Photographs

New York 
Public 
Library



Historic Photographs – New York Public Library

1920s

1936

1940



Historic Photographs – Municipal Archives
TAX PHOTOS – 1939-1941



Todayc. 1920s

Historic Photographs - Municipal Archives



Historic Photographs- Library of Congress 



Historic Photographs -
Library of Congress 

Garment Workers gather at 
Webster Hall, Unknown date

Greek Nationals gather at 
Webster Hall before the 

Balkan War, 1912 

Webster Hall was a 
popular place for 
labor unions and 
groups to rally



Historic Photographs - Library of Congress 

Poster for a ball, c. 1920

Cast and orchestra of How to Succeed in 
Business recording an album for RCA, 1961

 Webster Hall hosted decadent masquerade balls in
the 1920s 

 Webster Hall was used as a recording studio for
RCA in the 1950s and 1960s (also shows how the
interior looked at that time)



Historic Drawings/HABS - Library of Congress 



Historic Photographs-
NYC-LPC Designation Report (online)

Source: International News Service,
1913

Source: Webster Hall Letterhead, 
c. 1900, Billy Rose Theatre 
Division, NYPLPF



Historic Photographs -
Museum of the City of New York 

Poster for Webster Hall party 
celebrating the end of Prohibition, 

1933

Costume ball at Webster Hall, 
c. 1920s 



Historic Newspapers & Magazines, etc

 New York Times and other New York newspapers via
New York Public Library online database

 Fulton History - NYS newspapers available via its 
website: www.fultonhistory.org

 New York Tribune, New York Herald, New York Sun, 
Evening Post, and World on microfilm at the New 
York Public Library (not indexed)



New York Times via ProQuest



New York Times via ProQuest

Political History



New York Times via ProQuest
Labor History

1949: Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America celebrates the 40th

anniversary of its founding at 
Webster Hall



New York Times via ProQuest
Cultural History



New York Times via ProQuest – History of Fires

 1930 (same year as
Alt. 1031)

 Refers to alteration
two years earlier

 Refers to a fire 18
years ago

 Description of the
hall and program over
the years



1938 Fire
 “Traditional Bohemian 
revelry”

 “famous landmark”
 Historical overview

 Owner is Harris Reiner
 Fires in 1902, 1911 and 1930
 Building was not 40 years old
in 1902

New York Times via ProQuest – History of Fires



1949
 5th disastrous fire
 More description of parties and rallies

New York Times via ProQuest
History of Fires



Fulton History Website – www.fultonhistory.com



Fulton History Website – www.fultonhistory.com



Fulton History Website – www.fultonhistory.com

Social History



Who owns, owned, lived or 
operated a business in a building?

 Current tax records

 Historic property records

 Historic deeds 

 Census records

 Historic Directories 



Tax Records via the NYC Department of Finance Website
Current Ownership



Tax Records via the NYC Department of Finance Website
Current Ownership



Tax Records via the NYC Department of Finance Website
Current Ownership



Tax Records via the NYC Department of Finance Website
Current Ownership



Tax Records at the 
Municipal Archives
Historic Ownership

178 Prince Street

1859 – Wm. Westerfield, Owner; 2 houses on lot, 2-stories 
each; Value $3,500

1860 – William Westerfield, Owner; 1 house on lot, 5-
stories; Value $8,000



Property Deed Research via the 
NYC Real Property Records Office - Historic 

Ownership

 Use NYC Department of Buildings website to 
obtain block and lot number beforehand

 Search either microfilm or docket books
for lot; files are organized by block
number

 Both microfilm and docket books offer
source info for past ownership and
conveyance dates

 “Grantor” = Seller / “Grantee” = Buyer
 Docket books also offer an abbreviated

history of the block at the front of each
section



Property Deed Research 
NYC Real Property 

Records Office



Resident and Business Research via 
Census Data and Local Directories

- Microfilm available at the New York Public Library

- Also online Ancestry and Heritage Quest 
access via the NYPL and NYC Chapter of the 
National Archives (1 Bowling Green, 3rd Floor)



U.S. Census Data – NYPL or NARA



Local Directory Listings - NYPL or NARA



ANALYSIS:
EVALUATING POTENTIAL 

SIGNIFICANCE



National Register Criteria Areas of 
Significance

 Agriculture

 Architecture

 Archaeology

 Art

 Commerce

 Communications

 Community 

Planning and 

Development

 Conservation

 Economics

 Maritime History

 Military

 Performing Arts

 Philosophy

 Politics / 

Government

 Religion

 Science

 Social History

 Transportation

 Others

 Education

 Engineering

 Exploration / 

Settlement

 Health / Medicine

 Industry

 Invention 

 Landscape 

Architecture

 Law

 Literature

Determining the applicable significance criteria



Webster Hall and the potential for historic, architectural
and/or cultural significance

Performing Arts

Social History

Architecture
Politics
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