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II. INTENSIVE-LEVEL RESEARCH

I. BASIC RESEARCH

Webster Hall, 119-125 East 11th Street

Webster Hall: A Case Study for Building Research

I. BASIC RESEARCH

Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 

Construction Date: 1886
Architect: Charles Rentz
Purpose-built Dance Hall
NYC landmark

solid apple = landmark
hollow apple = historic 

district

Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 
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Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 

Image: Indicates a different roof than what is there now
Text: Indicates that Webster Hall was a popular place for 
elaborate masquerade balls in the 1910s and 1920s, hosted by 
radical organizations

Books on NYC’s Architecture & History 

Determining if a building is designated

 AIA Guide to New York City

 NYC Department of Buildings Website

 Neighborhood Preservation Center Website

 Guide to New York City Landmarks

 New York City Landmarks Preservation 
Commission Website

Determining if a building is designated

NYC Department of Buildings Website

Determining if a building is designated

www.a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bispi00.jsp

Webster Hall 
before NYC landmark designation 
(pre-2008)

Webster Hall 
after NYC landmark designation 

(post-2008)

Determining if a building is designated
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Finding the Designation Report: 
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission Website

Determining if a building is designated

www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/index.page

Finding the Designation Report: 
Neighborhood Preservation Center Website

Determining if a building is designated

www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/designation_reports/index.php

Finding the Designation Report: 
Neighborhood Preservation Center Website

Finding the National Register Nomination: NYS Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

www.parks.ny.gov/shpo/

Finding the National Register Nomination:
NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

Finding the National Register Nomination:
NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

Note: It is also possible to
use the interactive map on the 
right side of the screen to 
search your property and 
access the National Register 
Nomination.
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Finding the National Register Nomination:
NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

II. INTENSIVE-LEVEL RESEARCH

Accessing NYC Department of Building Files

Recorded Documents for:

 New Buildings (NB)

 Alterations (Alt)

 Demolition Permits (DM)

NYC Department of Buildings – Created in 1865

Accessing NYC Department of Building Files

Documents Held at:

 Department of Buildings, 280 Broadway

 On microfiche (if available)

 Some original scanned documents are
accessible via the NYC Department of
Buildings website

 Municipal Archives, 31 Chambers Street

 Paper files and microfilm (for properties below
34th Street)

Files at the NYC Department of Buildings

90-92 Thompson Street, 1913, Louis Sheinart 

Block and Lot Files at 
the Municipal Archives

 Confirmed architect and date
 Confirmed built as a dance hall
 N.B. 1212-1886
 One apartment within building
 Owner, Charles Goldstein
 Built with a peak roof
 Originally only 70’ wide, only

covering 119, 121, and 123 E. 11th
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Block and Lot Files at 
the Municipal Archives

 Alt. 7-1892
 20’ extension built covering 125

E. 11th St.  
 Addition also designed by Rentz
 Continues to be a dance hall,

now has a restaurant
 Roof identified as mansard now

Block and Lot Files at 
the Municipal Archives

 Alt. 1031-1930
 Building still used as a dance hall
 Repairing the roof after the fire
 Replacing floor, roof, and balcony

beams damaged by fire

The Real Estate Record Online Database
(for NYC buildings constructed/altered between 1868 -1922)

www.rerecord.library.columbia.edu/

“Kovalsky Brothers...have received 
the general contract for repairing the 
2-sty brick ballroom, 90x100 feet at 
119-25 East 11th st, from plans by 
William G.I. Roeder to cost $25,000. 
The Webster Hall Co., Charles 
Wanderman, president…”

The Real Estate Record Online Database
(for NYC buildings constructed/altered between 1868 -1922)

www.rerecord.library.columbia.edu/

Office for Metropolitan History Online Database
(for Manhattan buildings constructed/altered between 1900-1986)

www.metrohistory.com/
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Office for Metropolitan History Online Database

www.aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview

Architect Research via 
The AIA Historical Directory of American Architects

Certificate of Occupancy Information on 
NYC Department of Buildings Website

Certificate of Occupancy Information on 
NYC Department of Buildings Website

Certificate of Occupancy Information on 
NYC Housing Preservation & Development Website

“I-card images”

“View”

INITIAL INSPECTION CARDS
(pre-dates CofOs initiated in 1938)

www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/index.page

Certificate of Occupancy Information on 
NYC Housing Preservation & Development Website
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New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990) 
on NYC Department of Buildings Website

New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990) 
on NYC Department of Buildings Website

New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990) 
on NYC Department of Buildings Website Historic Maps

Sources in NYC:

 New York Public Library 

 Municipal Archives

 Library of Congress (online)

 New-York Historical Society

 Other internet sources

Historic Map Research - New York Public Library

www.digitalcollections.nypl.org

Historic Map Research

c.1890 Perris & Browne Map 1916 Bromley Map (shows 1892 extension)

From:  New York Public Library’s Online Map Division
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Historic Map Research

1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for New York City

www.nypl.org/collections/articles-databases
Historic Photographs

Sources in NYC:

 New York Public Library (online)

 Municipal Archives’ Tax Photos (online)

 Municipal Archives’ Other Photos

 Library of Congress (online)

 New-York Historical Society

 Museum of the City of New York (online)

 Other internet sources

Historic Photographs – New York Public Library

1920s

1936

1940

www.digitalcollections.nypl.org/

Historic Photographs – Municipal Archives
TAX PHOTOS – 1939-1941

www.nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet

2007c. 1920s

Historic Photographs - Municipal Archives
Historic Photographs- Library of Congress 

www.loc.gov/collections/
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Historic Photographs -
Library of Congress 

Garment Workers gather at Webster Hall
Unknown date

Greek Nationals gather at Webster Hall 
before the Balkan War, 1912 

Webster Hall was a popular 
place for labor unions and 
groups to rally

Historic Photographs - Library of Congress 

Poster for a ball, c. 1920

Cast and orchestra of How to Succeed in Business 
recording an album for RCA, 1961

Webster Hall hosted decadent
masquerade balls in the 1920s 

Webster Hall was used as a recording
studio for RCA in the 1950s and 1960s (also
shows how the interior looked at that time)

Historic Drawings/HABS - Library of Congress 
Historic Photographs -
Museum of the City of New York 

Poster for Webster Hall party 
celebrating the end of Prohibition, 1933Costume ball at Webster Hall, c. 1920s 

www.collections.mcny.org

Historic Photographs: Other Internet Sources
LaGuardia and Wagner Archives Photos

www.laguardiawagnerarchive.lagcc.cuny.edu/COLLECTIONS.aspx

Historic Photographs: Other Internet Sources
LaGuardia and Wagner Archives Photos
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Historic Photographs: Other Internet Sources
LaGuardia and Wagner Archives Photos

Historic Newspaper Articles and Chronologies

 New York newspapers and other national newspapers via New
York Public Library online database (“Research”/search
“Articles/Databases”)

 Fulton History Website – www.fultonhistory.com

 Brooklyn Daily Eagle (available online through the Brooklyn
Public Library website)

 New York newspapers and other national newspapers via
Library of Congress online database

 Stokes Iconography of Manhattan Island

New York Times via New York Public Library

www.nypl.org/collections/articles-databases

New York Times

Political History

New York Times
Social History

1949: Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America 
celebrates the 40th anniversary of its founding at 
Webster Hall

1938 Fire
 “Traditional Bohemian revelry”
 “famous landmark”
 Historical overview

 Owner is Harris Reiner
 Fires in 1902, 1911 and 1930
 Building was not 40 years old in 1902

New York Times – History of Fires
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Fulton History Website
www.fultonhistory.com

Fulton History Website – www.fultonhistory.com

Brooklyn Daily Eagle via Brooklyn Public Library Website

www.bklyn.newspapers.com/

Brooklyn Daily Eagle via Brooklyn Public Library Website

Social History

New York Newspapers via Library of Congress Website

www.loc.gov

New York Newspapers via Library of Congress Website
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I.N. Phelps Stokes’ Iconography of Manhattan Island
(housed at the New York Public Library)

Volume 6 - Index
“Streets: 11th Street”

I.N. Phelps Stokes’ Iconography of Manhattan Island

Volume 5 - Entries
“1805”

I.N. Phelps Stokes’ Iconography of Manhattan Island

Who owns, owned, lived or 
operated a business in a building?

 Current tax records

 Current deeds and property records

 Historic deeds 

 Census records

 Historic Directories 

Tax Records via ACRIS Website: Current Ownership
www.a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/

Tax Records via ACRIS Website: Current Ownership
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Tax Records via ACRIS Website: Current Ownership Deed Research via the 
NYC Real Property Records Office - Historic Ownership

 Use NYC Department of Buildings website to 
obtain block and lot number beforehand
 Search either microfilm or docket books for lot; 

files are organized by block number
 Both microfilm and docket books offer source info 

for past ownership and conveyance dates
 “Grantor” = Seller / “Grantee” = Buyer
 Docket books also offer an abbreviated history of 

the block at the front of each section

Deed Research via the 
NYC Real Property Records Office - Historic Ownership

Resident and Business Research via 
US Census Data and Local Directories

- Available online via Ancestry and Heritage Quest 
which can be accessed within any branch of the 
New York Public Library and the NYC Chapter 
of the National Archives (201 Varick Street)

* Also available on microfilm at the New York
Public Library

U.S. Census Data Local Directory Listings - NYPL or NARA
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Gregory Dietrich
gregoryd@gdpreservationconsulting.com

www.gdpreservationconsulting.com


