Webster Hall: A Case Study for Building Research

Webster Hall, 119-125 East 11* Street

Books on NYC’s Architecture & History

[V115] Webster Hall, 119 E.aath St., bet. Third
and Fourth Aves. N side. 1886. Charles Rentz. &
An 1880s dance hall, then a 1930s ball-

room, then a 1980s rock and roll club called
The Ritz, then D)'s and raves in the 1990s, now
returned to rock and roll. Labyrinthian inside,
with multiple stages. Good luck. 4

Construction Date: 1886
Architect: Charles Rentz
Pumose-built Dance Hall
NYC landmark

solid apple = landmark
[0} hollow apple = historic
EDlTION district

l. BASIC RESEARCH

I. BASIC RESEARCH

Books on NYC'’s Architecture & History




Books on NYC'’s Architecture & History

Books on NYC'’s Architecture & History

Image: Indicates a different roof than what is there now

Text: Indicates that Webster Hall was a popular place for
elaborate masquerade balls in the 1910s and 1920s, hosted by
radical organizations

Determining if a building is designated

= AIA Guide to New York City
= Guide to New York City Landmarks
= NYC Department of Buildings Website

= New York City Landmarks Preservation
Commission Website

= Neighborhood Preservation Center Website

Determining if a building is designated

Determining if a building is designated

NYC Department of Buildings Website
www.a810-bisweb.nyc.gov/bisweb/bispi00.jsp
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Webster Hall
after NYC landmark designation
(post-2008)




Determining if a building is designated

Finding the Designation Report:
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission Website

www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/index.page
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Determining if a building is designated
Finding the Designation Report:
Neighborhood Preservation Center Website

www.neighborhoodpreservationcenter.org/designation_reports/index.php

Finding the Designation Report:
Neighborhood Preservation Center Website

Finding the National Register Nomination:
NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

Finding the National Register Nomination: NYS Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

www.parks.ny.gov/shpo/

Online Teals: CRIS
National Register
Survey
Preservation Assistance
Preseration P
Tan Gredit Programs
Certfied LocalGoremment
Archeslogy
Enviroomentl Review
Techaical Assistance
Weatherzation ol Gt
Contact

Finding the National Register Nomination:
NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

DTC RTG Note: Itis also possible to
- =[]l CRIS - —===
€RIS =l ‘. use the interactive map on the

' right side of the screen to
© search your property and
access the National Register
Nomination.
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Finding the National Register Nomination:
NY Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Website

II. INTENSIVE-LEVEL RESEARCH

B,

Accessing NYC Department of Building Files

NYC Department of Buildings — Created in 1865

Recorded Documents for:
= New Buildings (NB)
= Alterations (Alt)

= Demolition Permits (DM)

Accessing NYC Department of Building Files
Documents Held at:
= Department of Buildings, 280 Broadway
= On microfiche (if available)

= Some original scanned documents are
accessible via the NYC Department of
Buildings website

= Municipal Archives, 31 Chambers Street

= Paper files and microfilm (for properties below
34t Street)

Files at the NYC Department of Buildings

90-92 Thompson Street, 1913, Louis Sheinart

Block and Lot Files at
the Municipal Archives

I THE BULDNG S T0 3 OCCURED AS A TENEMENT HOWE GVE

Al 0% PART OF A WALL ALRGADY BULT IS TO BE USED, FL P

= Confirmed architect and date
= Confirmed built as a dance hall

s e Al T LNB. 1212-1886
\‘_{M o dmdemse w One apartment within building
’é} st = Owner, Charles Goldstein

= Built with a peak roof
st 2 kot . = Originally only 70’ wide, only
= covering 119, 121, and 123 E. 11th




Block and Lot Files at
" the Municipal Archives

1 PASTCTLARS, AKS T 13

= Alt. 7-1892

FORXATION 4% TO THE PREKENT SUILING

= 20" extension built covering 125
E. 11t St

= Addition also designed by Rentz

= Continues to be a dance hall,
now has a restaurant

= Roofidentified as mansard now
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= Alt. 1031-1930

= Building still used as a dance hall

= Repairing the roof after the fire

= Replacing floor, roof, and balcony
beams damaged by fire
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The Real Estate Record Online Database
(for NYC buildi constr db 1868 -1922)

www.rerecord.library.columbia.edu/

—
CoLuMbIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS
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The Real Estate Record

The Real Estate Record
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The Real Estate Record Online Database
(for NYC buildi constr 1 b 1868 -1922)

RECORD AXD: GUIDR. 3

www.rerecord.library.columbia.edu/
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“Kovalsky Brothers...have received
the general contract for repairing the
2-sty brick ballroom, 90x100 feet at
119-25 East 11t st, from plans by

301 Founms AveNve  New York
oot

William G.I. Roeder to cost $25,000. HECLA _IRON WORKS
The Webster Hall Co., Charles At oz

and Iron Work
orth 10, 11k, 8t wnd % Sty
BRORLIX L

Wanderman, president...”
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Office for Metropolitan History Online Database
(for Manhattan buildings constructed/altered between 1900-1986)

www.metrohistory.com/

Office for Metropolitan History
Office for Metropolitan History

Manhattan New Buliding (M) Database. 1900-1995




Office for Metropolitan History Online Database

Office for Metropolitan History
NEW SEARCH IEPIry
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Architect Research via
The AIA Historical Directory of American Architects

www.aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/overview

= AlA Historical Directory of American Architects
© Wekcome 1 the ALA Wistoicl irctory's v spacl.

A Resource Guide to finding Find Names Finding names in the AIA Historical
information about past architects
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Certificate of Occupancy Information on
NYC Department of Buildings Website
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Certificate of Occupancy Information on
NYC Department of Buildings Website

{BUILDINGS

1 cucx e 10,

NI Deprantinent of Busdmegs.
Actions.

page: 1

Promisas: 119 EAST 11 STREET MANIATIAN B S0 Bleck: 556 Loted
L e FRLEDATE.
ALt 1206 81 ATERATION 00000000
ares1sow0 ALTERATION oocanses
o ro0a.83 BRI NOTICE 120m198)
BULDmO NOTICE ouzanuee
PRI sussess
€O 826867 fal CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 000000
commar (D) CERTIICATE OF OCCUPANCT 00000000
cosment 0N CERTIICATE OF OCCUPANCY 00000000
<o PO CERTIICATE OF OCCUPANGY 0000000
€0 8351 1.TEM [T

¥ you have any the Quggsary. o cal e 311 311 or 212) NEW YORK ot

Certificate of Occupancy Information on
NYC Housing Preservation & Development Website

www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/index.page

INITIAL INSPECTION CARDS
(pre-dates CofOs initiated in 1938)

Certificate of Occupancy Information on
NYC Housing Preservation & Development Website




New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990)
on NYC Department of Buildings Website

s
£ in g gy e 1o e

{BUILDINGS -

o v

New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990)
on NYC Department of Buildings Website
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New Buildings and/or Building Alterations (Post-1990)

Historic Maps

Sources in NYC:

= New York Public Library

= Municipal Archives

= Library of Congress (online)
= New-York Historical Society

= Other internet sources

Historic Map Research - New York Public Library

www.digitalcollections.nypl.org

Historic Map Research

¢.1890 Perris & Browne Map

1916 Bromley Map (shows 1892 extension)

From: New York Public Library’s Online Map Division
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1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for New York City

www.nypl.org/collections/articles-databases

Historic Photographs

Sources in NYC:

= New York Public Library (online)

= Municipal Archives’ Tax Photos (online)
= Municipal Archives’ Other Photos

= Library of Congress (online)

= New-York Historical Society

= Museum of the City of New York (online)

= Other internet sources

Historic Photographs — New York Public Library

1936
www.digitalcollections.nypl.org/

1940

Historic Photographs — Municipal Archives
TAX PHOTOS — 1939-1941

www.nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet

Historic Photographs - Municipal Archives

2007

Historic Photographs- Library of Congress

www.loc.gov/collections/
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Historic Photographs - Historic Photographs - Library of Congress
Library of Congress

Cast and orchestra of How to Succeed in Business
recording an album for RCA, 1961

= Webster Hall hosted decadent
masquerade balls in the 1920s

Webster Hall was a popular
place for labor unions and
groups to rally

£M | Webster Hall was used as a recording
Poster for a ball, c. 1920 studio for RCA in the 1950s and 1960s (also
shows how the interior looked at that time)

Historic Drawings/HABS - Library of Congress
R ,97, R ry S Historic Photographs -
Museum of the City of New York

www.collections.mcny.org

Poster for Webster Hall party

Costume ball at Webster Hall, c. 1920s celebrating the end of Prohibition, 1933

Historic Photographs: Other Internet Sources

Historic Photographs: Other Internet Sources
LaGuardia and Wagner Archives Photos

LaGuardia and Wagner Archives Photos
www.laguardiawagnerarchive.lagcc.cuny.edu/COLLECTIONS.aspx

LA GUARDIA AND WAGNER &
LaGuardia ty ©

Y

The New York City Housing Authority Collection

PHOTOGRAPH SEARCH

Attifects b= Videos

—>["11th sreer|

Finding Ald | Ofther Collections

OMEN'S LEADERSHIP!




Historic Photographs: Other Internet Sources
LaGuardia and Wagner Archives Photos
Y= i ™ R b s i

Historic Newspaper Articles and Chronologies

= New York newspapers and other national newspapers via New
York Public Library online database (“Research”/search
“Articles/Databases”)

= Fulton History Website — www.fultonhistory.com

= Brooklyn Daily Eagle (available online through the Brooklyn
Public Library website)

= New York newspapers and other national newspapers via
Library of Congress online database

= Stokes Iconography of Manhattan Island

New York Timesvia New York Public Library

www.nypl.org/collections/articles-databases
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New York Times
Political History

TLATS OF THE socuLy S bR i S
USSOLINI CALLED
THREAT TO PEACE

1,000 Anti-Fascists Here Urge

PLANS OF IHE BOOIALISIS.

THEY ARE PREPARING FOR A GREAT
WAR WITH GEORGE.
This year will seo at least two Labor par-

ties In arms ngalnat each other In this eity, The This Coantry lu Stap'Mc:kmg

Sochalisto reorganization s taking shape. Tho: Loans to His Regime.

& &reat is to take placo:

to-morrow at Webster Fall. and by pext About 1,000 anti-Fascists assembled

week they will probably e declded upon lin_Webster Hall yesterday

A line of attack agalust Henry Goorgo and [brate the eigh i

his supporters. It ix sald that 50 trades unions [tirst Italian Parliament and unani.

and 50 assemably distylcts dn Now-York, Kings, " o

Queons, and Richmonil Connties will bo repre- :lemn:nf M\;mllnl“::" .a,.‘d':nmlﬂnt
ireat to we "

sented thore. Amoug the unions that yestorday ling to this country to stop making

slgnifiod thelr intontion of sending dologntes égime in Italy.

were Clgarmakors’ Union No. 10, ko furniture loans to lh!'nre!em régime ¥

machine workers, tho Carpenters’ Progressivo Gaspare Nicotri, former professor

Union, the newacarriers, and the Progressive of criminology at Palermo Univer

:Lllk lel:lwn '\urrirr Union. Fally 250 delo- sity: Carlo Fama and Philip Bon

en T 0X o s

emble.
"Iho Socinilats have Dot Yot detsrmined glorno. P""""'l‘ ';f‘ ‘l‘;‘ 1‘::‘"“?:::
er they wiil chango the namo of their pital. speaking in Italian, deno

nat, but the rank and fils like the nav [ the Mussolini Government as tyran-
will probably be retalned. The genuine Boocial- nical and as having war-ike inten
18ts wiil inslst npon the deeluration of Socinlistia tions.
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New York Times
Social History
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1949: Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America
=, celebrates the 40t anniversary of its founding at
Tt e s \Nebster Hall

i
E

i
i
j

i
i
B

oy
i

:I:
;

i
:f{
|

ARk
'siii!
Y
E?i;ﬁa
i
¥ IE
T
§

i

11
i
if
{i
it

b
:
i
g
i
£

i
I
t
e
if
i
i

i

T. }{
i
]

i
h
{
|
i

s
rice J§ fRE
i
G

i
il

I
i
I
I
i
i

[
b
I
ihL

TWO KILLED IN FIRE g ¥ -

1938 Fire _ o

» “Traditional Bohemian revelry” = OWner is Harris Reiner

~ “farmous landrork” * Fires in 1902, 1911 and 1930

« Historical overview = Building was not 40 years old in 1902

New York Times — History of Fires

(LR
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Fulton History Website

www.fultonhistory.com

Fulton History Website — www.fultonhistory.com

VARIETY

CALL

X PO L ks SETU Eem o

BOB MANCHESTER'S

mnns ‘CRACKERJACKS

TR RALL TR . b s 8 v w TR Y

—_—

'ﬁfﬂ&.‘?ﬁ.‘f..v....,..‘...?g

g
=
£
|3
g

Brooklyn Daily Eagle via Brooklyn Public Library Website
www.bklyn.newspapers.com/

. ewsstand

Brooklyn Daily Eagle via Brooklyn Public Library Website
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New York Newspapers via Library of Congress Website

www.loc.gov
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New York Newspapers via Library of Congress Website

Search Newspapers
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I.N. Phelps Stokes’ Iconography of Manhattan Island
(housed at the New York Public Library)

e THE
B | CONOGRAPHY
d MANHATTAN
ISLAND

THE ICONOGRAPHY OF MANHATTAN ISLAND
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I.N. Phelps Stokes’ Iconography of Manhattan Island

I.N. Phelps Stokes’ Iconography of Manhattan Island

Tax Records via ACRIS Website: Current Ownership
www.a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/

Automated City Register Informa

@ MAIN OPTIONS

ety b st i)
, i 81 e 4 o e
e ctems vowe e se e

Racaive an aiert whan thw City Register fecords ot property.
Registar for the Recorded Document Notification Program.

Search Property Records

— Find Addresses and Parcels

Apply for Personal Exemptions

Create Tax Forms / Create Cover Pages

Who owns, owned, lived or
operated a business in a building?
= Current tax records

= Current deeds and property records
= Historic deeds
= Census records

= Historic Directories

Tax Records via ACRIS Website: Current Ownership

T
Offce of ths ciny Asgister

TR
Lookup ——
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Tax Records via ACRIS Website: Current Ownership

Search Results By Parcel Identifier
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Deed Research via the
NYC Real Property Records Office - Historic Ownership

= Use NYC Department of Buildings website to
obtain block and lot number beforehand

= Search either microfilm or docket books for lot;
files are organized by block number

= Both microfilm and docket books offer source info
for past ownership and conveyance dates

= “Grantor” = Seller / “Grantee” = Buyer

= Docket books also offer an abbreviated history of
the block at the front of each section

Deed Research via the
NYC Real Property Records Office - Historic Ownership

e e e B TR
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¥

Resident and Business Research via
US Census Data and Local Directories

- Available online via Ancestry and Heritage Quest
which can be accessed within any branch of the
New York Public Library and the NYC Chapter
of the National Archives (201 Varick Street)

U, Federal Gonsus Collection

* Also available on microfilm at the New York
Public Library

U.S. Census Data

]
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Local Directory Listings - NYPL or NARA

Bourghell J. wat
B & Browne, 4

'
. fhoy

NEW YORK

DIRECTORY.
1786.

rclay Jas merchant, 14 Hanover-fqu
Buackudl Joleph, merthant, 21, Han-sg.
in T. and W. eaithen-ware and glaf

merchanis, b9, Waterdireet
F. B PATTERSON, Bicecker L Anth 4o, avctioneer, Walli,

# LIBERTY ST.

1874
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Gregory Dietrich
gregoryd@gdpreservationconsulting.com

PRESERVATION CONSULTING

www.gdpreservationconsulting.com
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