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GENESIS



“Come, let us build us a city and a tower with its top in 
the heavens.  And let us make a name for ourselves, lest 
we be scattered upon the face of the whole earth.” 



Edward Glaeser

How Skyscrapers Can Save 
the City
Besides making cities more 
affordable and architecturally 
interesting, tall buildings are 
greener than sprawl, and 
they foster social capital and 
creativity.



George B. Post, 1889-1890.  (d. 1955) 
309’, 349’ to tip

Richard Upjohn, 1839-1846
281’ to tip of spire

John A. Roebling, 1869-1883
276’ to top of towers



Alexandre Gustave Eiffel, 1887-1889
984’; 1,063’ to tip of spire

























Historic Districts on the UWS









YIMBY Model: SIMPLIFY Building! 

1- Develop fee structure to compensate those afflicted 
by lost light and views.  A portion could go to the city 
treasury. Write a check to the public rather than hire 
lawyers and lobbyists to get your way through the 
bureaucratic maze. 

2- Limit Historic Designations. 

3- Citizens, not City Hall should decide what happens 
on their block. 



TECHNOLOGY

















ECONOMICS



ECONOMICSG



719  Are in Asia
631 Are in North America 
559  Are in Europe
85  Are in South America
38  Are in Oceania
6  Are in Africa

2,208 Billionaire’s in the World

Global population is 7.3 Billion 
people. 









BOGART



(slang verb) To keep something all for oneself, thus 
depriving anyone else of having any. A slang term derived 
from the last name of famous actor Humphrey Bogart 
because he often kept a cigarette in the corner of his 
mouth, seemingly never actually drawing on it or smoking 
it.



















205,000 acres















As-of-right Development
An as-of-right development complies with all applicable 
zoning regulations and does not require any discretionary 
action by the City Planning Commission or Board of 
Standards and Appeals. Most developments and 
enlargements in the city are as-of-right.



By QUOCTRUNG BUI, MATT A.V. 
CHABAN and JEREMY WHITE MAY 20, 2016

https://www.nytimes.com/by/quoctrung-bui
https://www.nytimes.com/by/matt-a.v.-chaban
https://www.nytimes.com/by/jeremy-white






















Central Park Tower; (2014-19), 1,550’ Tall, 131 “floors”, 95 “actual”



One57; (2004-14), 1,005’ Tall, 73 floors























1,300 Pages!



Transfer of Development Rights



Zoning Lot Mergers



Floor Area



GRANDMA PANCAKES



GRANDMA 
PANCAKES vs.   CREPES



FREEBIES

- Cellars
- Pipe Shafts
- Unenclosed Patios
- Electrical Chases
- Flues and Chutes
- Accessory Parking
- Accessory Loading
- Centralized HVAC





EXCESSIVE MECHANICALS

432 Park Avenue; (2012-15), 1,398’ Tall



- Tallest Residential Building in the World
- Third Tallest Building in the United States 
- Second Tallest Building in NYC
- Taller than original Twin Towers



VOIDS AND STILTS



GERRYMANDERED ZONING LOT



Lincoln Sq Synagogue, 
200 Amsterdam Avenue

1970, Hausman & Rosenberg





FAKE BUILDINGS



























’A different developer did 
something smart at a site 
we looked at on west 67th

Street…these are the kinds 
of tricks you have to do 
these days, if you even 
hope to be successful’  Jon 
Kalikow



- 775’ tall but only 39 stories. 
- Tallest Building North of 59th Street on the 

Island of Manhattan
- Built “as-of-right” with no public oversight
- “26” Story Placeholder
- Compromising Civic Institutions by  

manipulating community facility bonus 



































A5026A/S3820A





1. Check Websites
- neighborhood nonprofit

- local community board
- local council member
- State Senator/Assembly Member 



2. Passive Action
- sign up for emails

- READ THEM
- attend a meeting
- join a community group



3. Formal Engagement
- speak up at meetings

- join a committee
- call your community board, committee 

chairs or elected officials 
- follow City & State, CRAINS NY Business, 

The Real Deal 
- organize your building



4. Initiate Action
- Pay it Forward – Sign a petition, send a 

letter, make a sign, attend a rally 
- Hold Electeds Accountable
- Hold Agencies Accountable
- Stick to your beliefs
- Listen to others
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