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Gr assroots  Pre servat ion Awards 

Successful historic preservation efforts in New York City require a collaboration 
among many parties, including the public, government agencies and the private 
sector. Without popular support even the most well-intentioned and farsighted 
public policy cannot be implemented, and without governmental guidance even 
the most organized and well-funded private efforts are doomed to fail. 

With these awards HDC seeks to recognize, honor and encourage public 
participation in the preservation process. These are the individuals and 
organizations that, with their time, effort and support, move the preservation 
collaboration forward. By working with, encouraging and cajoling public 
decision-makers, these grassroots preservationists form the foundation of all 
our work. In 2000, HDC gave the first annual Grassroots Preservation Awards 
to recognize such outstanding efforts. 

In addition, the awards include three special categories. The Friend in High 
Places and Friend from the Media Awards honor and acknowledge the 
dedication and support of elected officials and the press for encouraging the 
cause of historic preservation throughout the city. Without support from 
elected representatives or the media, few community-based preservation efforts 
would ever bear fruit. The Mickey Murphy Award is a lifetime-achievement 
recognition that honors the late Mary Ellen (Mickey) Murphy, a longtime 
passionate preservationist and HDC board member. 



HDC

Thanks For All You Do 
To Preserve and 

Enhance
Old New York 
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The Green-Wood Cemetery

The Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn will be honored for its long-time 
historic preservation efforts in maintaining and restoring its remarkable 
buildings, grounds and memorials. Founded in 1838 and encompassing 
478 acres, the cemetery is one of America’s premier examples of rural 
cemetery design. Over the past several years, the cemetery has increased its 
preservation activities through public education programs, restoration projects 
for monuments, sponsoring a successful designation as a National Historic 
Landmark and most recently, acquiring the endangered Weir-McGovern 
Greenhouse, across from Green-Wood’s main entrance. The building was built 
in 1895 and is the only surviving Victorian-era commercial greenhouse in 
New York City. The greenhouse was designated a New York City landmark in 
1982 but had fallen into grave disrepair over the years. Under the leadership 
of Green-Wood’s president, Richard Moylan, the cemetery purchased the 
greenhouse in 2012 and is committed to restoring it to its full glory and to 
readying it for its new role as Green-Wood’s visitor center. Much work remains 
to be done but the future of this unique New York City landmark is now 
assured.
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Restoration Architecture

Walter B. Melvin
.  . . , 

Charles J. DiSanto


Robert C. Bates
.  . . , 

WALTER B. MELVIN

ARCHITECTS, LLC, has
provided quality restoration
planning since 1975. With a
strong commitment to the
preservation of historic detail,
the firm has developed many
new approaches to restoration
that stress compatibility with
original building designs and
materials. The firm focuses
on long term solutions to a
building’s interrelated needs,
applying proven construction
methods and innovative

approaches to preserve the rich detail and fine workmanship
of historic structures. �

    ’
 

�

D
A

V
E

A
N

D
E

R
SO

N



9

Parkway Village Historical Society

Parkway Village, in Kew Gardens, Queens, is a 34-acre residential complex 
of neo-Georgian design attached houses located in beautiful landscaped 
surroundings. The complex was built in the late 1940s to house United 
Nations personnel, and was home to such notable people as Ralph Bunche, 
Roy Wilkins and Betty Friedan. The Parkway Village Historical Society 
has recently completed a successful campaign to list the district on both the 
New York State and the National Registers of Historic Places. Through the 
efforts of the Historical Society, Parkway Village has gained much deserved 
recognition for its history and contribution to the heritage of its city, state and 
country.
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Theodore Grunewald, Founder 
of the Coalition to Save Manufacturers Hanover Trust

Designed for Manufacturers Hanover Trust by Gordon Bunshaft of Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill and completed in 1954, 510 Fifth Avenue is a revered 
Modernist structure whose exterior was designated a landmark in 1997. As 
founder of the Coalition to Save Manufacturers Hanover Trust, Theodore 
Grunewald led the fight to have the building’s interior designated last year 
and has continued his work through advocacy and legal efforts to ensure that 
changes to both the interior and exterior are appropriate to the original design. 
These efforts have restored the famed Harry Bertoia sculptures to the interior, 
ensured protection of the building’s exterior zoning envelope and resulted 
in creating a new legal precedent for preservationists to use in protecting 
important buildings. 

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
: ©

E
zr

a 
St

ol
le

r/
E

ST
O



CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS COUNCIL
ON THEIR 22ND ANNUAL PESERVATION PARTY AND 

13TH ANNUAL GRASSROOTS PRESERVATION AWARDS
&

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S HONOREES:

THE GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY
PARKWAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

THE COALITION TO SAVE MANUFACTURERS HANOVER TRUST
WEST END PRESERVATION SOCIETY

DNAinfo
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL MEMBER AL VANN

SUSAN HENSHAW JONES

FRANK T. MODICA
Chairman

&
VICTOR J. PAPA
President/Director

275 Cherry Street, NY NY 10002
P: 212.566.2729    F: 212.566.2738

www.twobridges.org
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West End Preservation Society

Over a very short span of  time, the West End Preservation Society (WEPS) has 
accomplished a great deal. In 2009, WEPS submitted a proposal to the LPC 
to gain landmark protection for roughly 800 buildings centered along West 
End Avenue from 70th to 107th Streets. They quickly gained the support of  
neighborhood residents and elected officials, holding numerous well-attended 
community meetings to educate neighborhood residents about the importance 
of  landmark designation. Most importantly, they convinced the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission to move quickly on this threatened area. The LPC 
voted unanimously in 2010 to place the district extensions on its calendar for 
public hearings and held packed hearings in 2011 where the testimony was 
overwhelming positive. The effort currently awaits the LPC designation votes, 
which are expected shortly, the first one on June 26, 2012.



DITMAS PARK ASSOCIATION
Est. 1908

CONGRATULATES HDC

For continued work in historic preservation

Congratulations to All
the Grassroots Preservation Award Winners

From the Vinegar Hill Neighborhood Association
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NYC Council Member Albert Vann, 36th District 
Friend in High Places

Albert Vann has served his home community for nearly all of his adult life, 
both as an educator and an elected official. As New York City Council Member 
for District 36 in Brooklyn, he represents the large and diverse communities 
of Crown Heights and Bedford-Stuyvesant. Councilmember Vann has been 
an early advocate and leader in the preservation of numerous neighborhoods in 
his district, including the now designated historic districts of Crown Heights 
North Phase I (2007), Crown Heights North Phase II (2011) and Alice and 
Agate Courts (2009). Councilmember Vann was also involved with saving the 
landmarked brownstone at 329 MacDonough Street in Stuyvesant Heights, 
which was threatened with demolition in 2009 following a partial building col-
lapse. He has been a strong supporter for the proposed historic district in the 
Bedford section of Bedford-Stuyvesant (calendared May 2012), the proposed 
Stuyvesant Heights Extension (public designation hearing August 2011) and 
Crown Heights North Phase 111 (calendared 2011). Councilmember Vann 
will definitely leave a legacy of neighborhood preservation in his district to be 
enjoyed by future generations.



Congratulations
to the winners of the

and their efforts to preserve  
New York’s historic

buildings

2012 
Grassroots awards  

41 East 11th Street
New York, NY 10003   

3307 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007

www.beyerblinderbelle.com
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DNAinfo
Friend from the Media

DNAinfo, New York’s leading hyper-local news source covering Manhattan’s 
neighborhoods, is being honored for its role in raising awareness and keep-
ing the public informed about community preservation activity in the city. Its 
continual in-depth reporting on the status of landmark designations, propos-
als and developments in historic districts includes the recent announcements 
of landmark designation for the Barbizon Hotel and Hudson Square Houses, 
as well as a feature on an innovative historic preservation program for school 
students in Bayside. In an era where less and less local news is being covered by 
professional journalists, DNAinfo is swiftly becoming the voice of record for 
New York City’s neighborhoods. 



Hoo-ray to 

Simeon, Frampton and everyone at HDC

from the

Historic Landmarks Preservation Center
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Susan Henshaw Jones
Mickey Murphy Award

Susan Henshaw Jones has played a pivotal role in the cultural life of New York 
City and the preservation of its landmarks for decades. Prior to becoming 
president and director of the Museum of the City of New York in 2003, she 
served as the director of the New York Landmarks Conservancy and worked 
to revitalize the National Building Museum in Washington, DC. The latest 
chapter in her career is assuming the leadership of the South Street Seaport 
Museum, where she is working to resurrect the institution to its rightful place 
within the cultural sphere of the Seaport and the city. In a New York Times 
article, Kate D. Levin, Commissioner of the Department of Cultural Affairs 
stated, “Ms. Jones gets results. She knows how to take history off the walls and 
make it come alive.” The accomplishments carried out by Ms. Jones have proven 
this statement to be true.







Platt Byard Dovell White
Architects LLP

20 West 22nd Street
New York, NY 10010
212-691-2440

pbdw@pbdw.com

www.pbdw.com

Green-Wood Chapel expansion



The Four Borough Neighborhood Preservation Alliance is
proud to support the Historic Districts Council

and joins our fellow defenders of New York City in honoring the 
recipients of the 2012 Grassroots Awards

The Green-Wood Cemetery
Parkway Village Historical Society (active members of the Four Borough 

Neighborhood Preservation Alliance)
The Coalition to Save Manufacturers Hanover Trust

West End Preservation Society
DNAinfo

Council Member Al Vann
Susan Henshaw Jones



Congratulations

to

Susan Henshaw Jones

and

all of the awardees

Mary B. Dierickx
Historic Preservation Consulting

Congratulations to Ted Grunewald,

a great new “let ‘em rip”

Grass Roots Preservationist

in the finest New York City tradition.

Keep pitching!

Frank E. Sanchis lll
Director, United States Programs

WORLD MONUMENTS FUND
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A B O U T  T H E  H I S T O R I C  D I S T R I C T S  C O U N C I L

The Historic Districts Council is the independent, not-for-profit, nonpartisan, 
citywide advocate for New York’s designated historic districts and individual 
landmarks and for neighborhoods and buildings meriting preservation. The 
Council is dedicated to upholding the New York City Landmarks Law and 
to furthering the preservation ethic. This mission is accomplished through 
ongoing programs of hands-on assistance to more than 500 local community 
and neighborhood groups and through public-policy initiatives, publications, 
educational outreach and sponsorship of community events. In 2011, 
HDC celebrated 40 years as the citywide advocate for New York’s historic 
neighborhoods.

The core belief of the Historic Districts Council is that the preservation 
and enhancement of New York City’s historic resources – its neighborhoods, 
buildings, parks and public spaces – are central to the continued success of the 
city. Originally founded in 1971 as a coalition of community groups from New 
York City’s designated historic districts, HDC was incorporated as a nonprofit 
organization in 1985 and has grown to become the foremost citywide voice for 
historic preservation. Following its mandate of community-based preservation 
advocacy, HDC works continuously to broaden and educate the preservation 
constituency – from producing zoning and architectural surveys of unprotected 
historic neighborhoods, to meeting with legislators and city officials, to creating 
educational programs on the techniques and strategies of neighborhood preservation.

HDC’s small professional staff is guided by its dedicated Boards of Directors 
and Advisers, whose members represent more than two dozen historic 
neighborhoods and are drawn from the fields of architecture, education, history, 
marketing, law, design, public relations, journalism and community activism. 
Their collective expertise aids community groups in their campaigns to preserve 
the sense of place that characterizes the city’s diverse historic neighborhoods. 
Working with these neighborhood partners, HDC has been instrumental in 
preserving historic buildings and communities across the five boroughs.  
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L o c a l  G r o u p  C o - S p o n S o r S

Auburndale Improvement Association
Bedford Barrow Commerce Block Association

Bedford-Stuyvesant Society for Historic Preservation
Broadway-Flushing Homeowners Association

Brooklyn Heights Association
Carnegie Hill Neighbors

Crown Heights North Association
Defenders of the Historic Upper East Side

Ditmas Park Association
Douglaston/Little Neck Historical Society

The Drive to Protect the Ladies’ Mile District
DUMBO Neighborhood Alliance
East 12th Street Block Association

11 West 172nd Street Tenants Association
Fiske Terrace Association

Four Borough Neighborhood Preservation Alliance
Friends of Terra Cotta

Friends of the Upper East Side Historic Districts
Fulton Ferry Landing Association

Gramercy Neighborhood Associates
Gramercy Park Block Association

Greenwich Village Community Task Force
Historic Landmarks Preservation Center

Jackson Heights Beautification Group
Jackson Heights Garden City Society

Kew Gardens Civic Association
Landmark West!

Macon MacDonough Stuyvesant & Lewis Block Association
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
New York City Historic Properties Fund
New York Preservation Archive Project

93rd Street Beautification Group
Northshore Waterfront Greenway

Park Slope Civic Council
Preservation League of Staten Island

Preserve & Protect
Queens Historical Society

Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association
Save Chelsea

Society for Clinton Hill
Stockholm Street Block Association

Stuyvesant Park Neighborhood Association
10th & Stuyvesant Streets Block Association  

Tottenville Historical Society
Two Bridges Neighborhood Council
Union Square Community Coalition

Vinegar Hill Neighborhood Association
Weeksville Heritage Center
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p r o f e S S i o n a l  pa r t n e r S

A. Ottavino Corp. 
Baxt Ingui Architects
Beyer Blinder Belle

Big City Walks
Bunchbinder & Warren

Coburn Architecture PC
Cutsogeorge Tooman & Allen Architects

Essex Works Ltd.
Fradkin & McAlpin Architects

Goldman Copeland Associates PC
Here is New York Tours
John G. Waite Associates
Lost In Brooklyn Studio

Manhattan by Sail
Mary B. Dierickx Historic Preservation Consulting

Platt Byard Dovell White Architects
Robert A. M. Stern Architects

Thomas A. Fenniman Architect
Thornton Tomasetti

Walter B. Melvin Architects
Walter Sedovic Architects

i n d i v i d u a l  C o - S p o n S o r S 

Annice Alt
John Bacon

Penelope Bareau
Susan S. Binger

Leo J. Blackman & Kenneth T.  Monteiro
George Calderaro & William Megevick

Dan Donovan
Franny Eberhart 

Doreen Gallo
David & Liz Goldfarb
Alison G. Greenberg

Victoria Hofmo
Susan S. Hopper

Jeffrey Kroessler & Laura Heim
Sarah Bradford Landau & Sidney Landau

Mimi Levitt 
Barry Lewis

Christopher W. London
Richard Moses

Nancy & Otis Pearsall
Frank E. Sanchis III

Barnett Shepherd
Teri Slater

Beverly Moss Spatt
Anthony C. Wood

Kate Wood



Thomas A. Fenniman
A R C H I T E C T

ONE UNION SQUARE WEST, SUITE 501, NEW YORK, NY 10003
thomas@tafarchitect.com

t e l  2 1 2 . 4 1 4 . 0 2 5 0 • 2 1 2 . 4 1 4 . 0 2 4 9 f a x

Congratulations to the 
2012 Grassroots Award Winners



The Preservation League of Staten Island
Salutes all the

2012 HDC Grassroots Award winners

Thank you for your tireless efforts to preserve
New York City’s shared historic and architectural treasure
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Past  Rec i p i en ts

2011
Cedar Grove Beach Club
Central Queens Historical Association
Mary Kay Gallagher
Prospect Cemetery Association

2010
Alice and Agate Court Historic District
John Antonides, Hubbard House
Coalition to Save West-Park 
      Presbyterian Church
Friends of the Upper East Side 
      Historic District
Two Bridges Neighborhood Council

2009
American Bank Note 

Company Printing Plant
David Carnivale
Friends of Gibbons U.G.R.R. 

Site and Lamartine Place
Ridgewood Property Owners and 

Civic Association 

2008 
DUMBO Neighborhood Association
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn
Juniper Park Civic Association
227 Duffield Street Coalition

2007
Broadway-Flushing 

Homeowners Association
Crown Heights North Association
East Village Community Coalition
Sunnyside Gardens Preservation Alliance

2006
Coalition to Preserve the Austin, 

Nichols & Company Warehouse
Linda Eskenas
Victoria Hofmo
Tottenville Historical Society
 
2005 
Judy Berdy
Peter Levenson, 90 West Street
Kate Ottavino
Landmark West!
Richmond Hill Historical Society
Rosemary Cappozalo, St. George Theater
 
2004
Brooklyn Heights Association
Douglaston/Little Neck 

Historical Society
Thomson Meter Building Coalition: 

Nicholas Evans-Cato, Susan Tunick,
Andrew S. Dolkart

Leo J. Blackman Architects
Mud Lane Society for the Renaissance 

of  Stapleton

2003
CitiNeighbors Coalition for Historic 

Carnegie Hill
Josephine E. Jones
Senator Street 300 Block Association
Seaport Community Coalition &

Manhattan Community Board 1

2002 
Evelyn and Everett Ortner
Jackson Heights Beautification Group
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Save Gansevoort Market Task Force
Linda C. Jones

2001 
Daniel Donovan 
Paul Graziano
Bill “Reverend Billy” Talen
James Ferreri 
Marjorie Decker Johnson 
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2000 
Hamilton Heights-West Harlem 

Community Preservation Organization
Elizabeth Ashby
The Coalition to Save P.S. 109
Save the Coogan! Coalition
Michael Gotkin

Fr i end i n  H igh Pl ace s  Awar d 

State Senator Bill Perkins 
30th District, Manhattan; 2011

Council Member Rosie Mendez
2nd District, Manhattan; 2010

Council Member Vincent J. Gentile
43rd District, Brooklyn; 2009

Council Member Jessica S. Lappin 
5th District, Manhattan; 2008

Assembly Member Deborah Glick 
66th District, Manhattan; 2007

Council Member Letitia James 
35th District, Brooklyn; 2006

Council Member Tony Avella 
19th District, Queens; 2005

State Senator Liz Krueger 
26th District, Manhattan; 2004

Council Member Michael McMahon 
49th District, Staten Island; 2003

Council Member Dennis Gallagher 
30th District, Queens; 2002

State Senator Thomas K. Duane 
29th District, Manhattan; 2001

Council Member Jerome X. O’Donovan 
49th District, Staten Island; 2000

Fr i end f rom t he M edi a  Awar d

The Architect’s Newspaper; 2011 
Nicholas Hirshon, New York Daily News; 
      2010
AM New York; 2009
Brownstoner.com; 2008
Curbed.com; 2007
Cityland; 2006
Riverdale Press; 2005
The Staten Island Advance; 2004
The Villager and Albert Amateau; 2003
The City section, The New York Times; 2002
James Niccoloro; 2001
Jim O’Grady, The New York Times; 2000

M ick ey Mur phy Awar d 

Bronson Binger & Ann Walker Gaffney; 2011 
Joyce Mendelsohn; 2010
Chan Graham; 2007
Doris Diether; 2005
Stanley Cogan; 2004
Barnett Shepherd; 2003
Evelyn Strouse; 2002
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H DC Boar d of  D ir ec tor s

Françoise Bollack, President 
Daniel J. Allen, Vice President 
Gregory Dietrich, Vice President
Christopher London, Treasurer
Richard Moses, Secretary
Anthony C. Wood, Chair Emeritus
Penelope Bareau
George Calderaro
Dan Donovan
Franny Eberhart
Thomas Fenniman
Doreen Gallo
Alison G. Greenberg
Victoria Hofmo
Susan S. Hopper
Robert J. Kornfeld
Jeffrey Kroessler
Virginia Parkhouse
Carl Rutberg
Teri Slater
Jack Taylor
Susan Tunick
Howard Charles Yourow

H DC Boar d of  A dv i ser s

Eric Wm. Allison
Annice Alt
Hunter Armstrong
Andrew Berman
Miriam Berman
Leo J. Blackman
Hal Bromm
Roger Byrom
William Casari
Andrea Crawford
Kerri Culhane
Andrew Scott Dolkart
David Goldfarb
Paul Graziano
Joseph Humann

Kyle Johnson
Linda C. Jones
John Jurayj
Eve Kahn
Paul Kerzner
John Kriskiewicz
Barry Lewis
Alyssa Loorya
Susan Mathisen 
Marissa Marvelli
Katrina Miles
Chris Neville
Kate Burns Ottavino
Joseph S. Rosenberg
Jeffrey Saunders
Julia Schoeck
Thomas Schutte
Barnett Shepherd
Patricia Sherwood
Beverly Moss Spatt
Suzanne Spellen
Sophia LaVerdiere Truslow
Kevin Wolfe
Kate Wood
Seri Worden 

H DC Sta f f 

Simeon Bankoff, Executive Director 
Frampton Tolbert, Deputy Director
Nadezhda Williams, Director of

 Preservation and Research
Michelle Arbulu, Preservation Associate
Ashley Shedd, Preservation Associate
Barbara Zay, Preservation Associate


