
1
Cipriani 25 Broadway, The Cunard Building Great Hall

A New York City Landmark in the Wall Street Historic District, 
a National Register of Historic Places district 
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In appreciation of the
Historic Districts Council

&

my good friend
Darren Walker

who is an incredible
innovative leader

With love
Agnes Gund
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ABOUT THE AWARD
Since 1990, the Landmarks Lion Award has honored those 
who have shown unusual devotion and aggressiveness 
in protecting New York City’s historic buildings and 
neighborhoods.

ABOUT THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS COUNCIL
The Historic Districts Council is the citywide advocate for 
New York’s historic neighborhoods. HDC works to ensure the 
preservation of significant neighborhoods, buildings and open 
spaces, uphold the integrity of the New York City Landmarks 
Law and further the preservation ethic. This mission is 
accomplished through ongoing programs offering hands-on 
assistance to more than 500 community and neighborhood-
based groups and through direct advocacy, public-policy 
initiatives, publications, educational outreach and participation 
in community events.  

Originally founded in 1970 as a coalition of individuals and 
community groups representing New York City’s designated 
historic districts, HDC has since grown into the foremost 
citywide voice for historic preservation. Following its mandate 
of community-based preservation advocacy, HDC works 
continuously to broaden and educate the preservation 
constituency—from producing zoning and architectural 
surveys of unprotected historic neighborhoods, to meeting 
with government officials and decision makers, to creating 
educational programs on the techniques and strategies of 
neighborhood preservation.  
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The driving principle behind all of HDC’s work is that the preservation and 
enhancement of New York’s historic neighborhoods, buildings and public 
spaces are central to the continued success of the city. This goal does not 
seek to enshrine the past but to guide the future.

HDC is the only organization in New York City which reviews every public 
proposal affecting historic buildings, totaling more than 300 projects 
annually. A staffed committee of preservationists and architects meets 
regularly to review proposals submitted to the New York City Landmarks 
Preservation Commission and monitors meetings of the agency, testifying 
on specific projects when necessary. Additionally, HDC reviews planning 
proposals for their potential effects on historic properties and regularly 
participates as a preservation expert in community planning processes. 
HDC’s weekly reports from the Landmarks Commission are regularly 
circulated to over 500 professionals and activists, as well as being posted 
online for the general public. 

HDC’s community outreach stretches through neighborhoods across the 
city. Locally based organizations from block associations to community 
boards benefit from HDC’s strategic advice, technical expertise, 
organizational development and advocacy resources. One of HDC’s most 
intensive programs, the Six to Celebrate, has forwarded preservation 
campaigns in all five boroughs and helped over 50 community groups and 
coalitions achieve their goals of neighborhood surveys, public education 
and landmark designation. Since its debut in 2011, the program has 
helped create over 14 New York City Historic Districts, 5 National 
Register Districts, over 50 sites individually designated or placed on the 
National Register Properties: 21 neighborhood surveys, resulting in the 
documentation of thousands of buildings across the city and has leveraged 
over $130,000 in private and public grants for community-driven projects. 
An illustrated  guidebook with a self-guided walking tour is developed for 
each project area and available in print and electronic form. 

HDC hosts an ambitious calendar of more than 50 public programs each 
year, aimed toward the general public and preservation practitioners. 
Every March, HDC hosts an Annual Preservation Conference, which is 
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now in its 26th year. A daylong gathering of professionals, students and 
activists, this is the only preservation program in New York City which 
draws its agenda directly from its participants by providing space for the 
audience to suggest and lead educational sessions on current matters of 
concern. HDC also offers two semesters of Preservation School every year, 
a four-part series of lectures which teaches people the fundamental skills 
of preservation activism; from how to properly photograph a building to 
understanding the basic principles of landmark designation to learning to 
read and assess architectural plans. For practicing professionals, HDC offers 
periodic professionally certified classes on topics such as façade inspection 
and building material conservation. Finally, as the best way to learn about a 
neighborhood is to visit it, HDC hosts at least one walking tour of each Six 
to Celebrate site a year, with additional tours of previous sites offered often. 
In total, over 1,500 people are served by HDC’s educational and public 
programs annually. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO  

DARREN WALKER 
Historic Districts Council 2021  

LANDMARKS LION 
 
 

Thank you for your optimism and efforts to advance New York City. 
 
 

Thank you to the Landmarks Lion Gala Committee – 
 Hal Bromm, Michelle Arbulu, Helen Freeman, Marie Flageul and Lorna Nowvé –  

 for creating and producing an incredible gala. 
 

 
 

 
Law Offices of Alison Greenberg, LLC 

116 West 23rd Street, Fifth Floor, New York, NY 10011 
(646) 375-2039 • agreenberglaw.com 

Employee Rights and Business Litigation 
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LETTER 
FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

CONGRATULATIONS
Darren Walker · Landmarks Lion Award

Top 25 Law Firm for Female Attorneys 

Top 60 Law Firm for Diverse Attorneys
#6 Construction Law Firm in the Nation

One Battery Park Plaza, 28th Fl. · New York, NY 10004 · 212.269.5500 · grsm.com
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WELCOME 
Alison Greenberg, President

INTRODUCTION OF HONOREE
Agnes Gund

AWARD ACCEPTANCE & 
PRESENTATION

Darren Walker 

PROGRAM 
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� � � � �  1 9 7 5

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  D a r r e n  Wa l k e r , 
F o r d  F o u n d a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t  a n d 

2 0 2 1  L a n d m a r k s  L i o n  Aw a r d  R e c i p i e n t !

C e n t r a l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
R e s t o r a t i o n  b y  W B M A ,  2 0 1 7 - 2 0
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Darren Walker is the President of the Ford Foundation, a $16 billion 
international social justice philanthropy. The Ford Foundation has a long 
legacy of urban initiatives focused on education in the US and on urban 
planning abroad. These initiatives have helped shape the urban landscape 
of New York City and cities across the globe. To revitalize a disadvantaged 
Brooklyn neighborhood, Ford funded the first American community 
development corporation (CDC), the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration 
Corporation. Bedford-Stuyvesant was an HDC Six to Celebrate 
neighborhood in 2011. In addition to social justice the Ford Foundation 
has been a steward of their historic, Individual and Interior Landmarked 
headquarters.

Darren Walker is a member of the Reimagine New York Commission and 
co-chair of NYC Census 2020. Before joining the Ford Foundation, he 
was vice president at the Rockefeller Foundation, overseeing global and 
domestic programs. In the 1990s, he was Chief Operating Officer of 
the Abyssinian Development Corporation, Harlem’s largest community 
development organization. Mr. Walker is the co-chair of New York City’s 
Mayoral Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments, and Markers. 
He also serves on the boards of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, 
the National Gallery of Art, Carnegie Hall, the High Line, the Committee 
to Protect Journalists, and the Smithsonian National Museum of 
African American History & Culture, among others. He, and the Ford 
Foundation, championed the National Trust’s African American Cultural 
Heritage Action Fund. Most recently, Mayor-elect Eric Adams named 
Mr. Walker as a co-chair of his transition team. Mr. Walker’s work and 
commitment to advancing, cultivating, and celebrating Black history 
through preserving and celebrating historic places merits recognition 
through the Landmarks Lion award.

DARREN WALKER 
AND 
THE FORD 
FOUNDATION
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The J.M. Kaplan Fund is pleased to support 
the Historic Districts Council and applauds

DD  AA  RR  RR  EE  NN  
WW  AA  LL  KK  EE  RR

&&    TT  HH  EE    FF  OO  RR  DD    FF  OO  UU  NN  DD  AA  TT  II  OO  NN

as the recipient of the 2021 
Landmarks Lion Award
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LETTER FROM
HDC BOARD PRESIDENT AND
INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

November 2021
Dear Friends,

It is with gratitude to modern science that we can now safely celebrate 
  — together — the work we have done and the efforts we look forward to 
initiating in the coming year.  Last year, the Historic Districts Council 
celebrated 50 years as the city’s leading voice for New York City’s historic 
neighborhoods. We met as most people did in 2020, through computer 
and telephone screens — remotely, virtually, and physically distant. We 
were disappointed that the pandemic prevented us from celebrating this 
milestone in person with our annual Landmarks Lion gala.  

As we finally join each other in person to commemorate what HDC has 
achieved this year and what we hope to accomplish in the near future, it 
is inspiring to honor Darren Walker, President of the Ford Foundation, 
as HDC’s 2021 Landmarks Lion. He is a New Yorker who appreciates 
the City’s history, historic character and design, as well as the tranquility 
and inspiration great architecture offers all New Yorkers. Darren Walker 
is a thoughtful changemaker who values the importance of the built 
environment and the sacred places where stories are signified and should 
be told. 
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A Co-Chair of the Mayor’s Advisory Commission on City Art, Monuments 
and Markers, Darren Walker understands the importance of uncovering 
what has shaped the narrative of New York City, going beyond the surface 
to excavate the true story, how history has and has not manifested, and how 
the truth of history will shape our City’s direction for the future.

HDC is a thriving network of people, groups and neighborhood associations. 
We work together and support one another to enjoy, celebrate, and 
advocate for neighborhoods. We show up for each other, stand shoulder 
to shoulder at a rally, testify for each other’s neighborhoods and beloved 
buildings at the Landmarks Preservation Commission. We seek to preserve 
the glistening terracotta of an old dairy factory in East New York, a church 
spire in Brooklyn, and a famous musician hub in Manhattan, because the 
truth of beauty and aging patina, and their narratives, inspire us, individually 
and collectively.  

HDC is a grassroots organization of people working together for the greater 
good of the entire city. We cherish the legacy New Yorkers hand down to 
one another, that we protect as stewards for future generations. 

This year was a time of emerging from screens to meet, testify in person 
and explore the city. It was a year of victories for preservation. HDC 
celebrates the LPC’s launch of its Equity Framework, including prioritizing 
designations that represent the City’s diversity and designations in areas less 
represented by landmarks. HDC worked actively in support of designations 
that were achieved this year, including:

• 227 Duffield Street, formerly owned by abolitionists, the Truesdells, and 
believed to be a stop on the Underground Railroad

• The Educational Building in Greenwich Village, former headquarters of 
the NAACP

• Holyrood Episcopal Church - Iglesia Santa Cruz, known as the “heart 
and soul” of Washington Heights

• Dorrance Brooks Square Historic District in Harlem
• New York Public Library, Harlem Branch
• The Kimlau War Memorial, a gateway to Chinatown
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• The Awkawaxung Munahanung of Staten Island (“Island Protected from 
the Wind” in the Munsee language)

• The lobby of 200 Madison Avenue by Warren & Wetmore

These designations are the result of the tireless efforts of a broad spectrum 
of dedicated New Yorkers. With so much more to protect, HDC does not 
and will not give up.

Throughout the pandemic, HDC never stopped its advocacy outreach and 
regular testimony at the LPC. Our Public Review Committee continued 
to meet regularly, providing thoughtful testimony on every application to 
the LPC. HDC’s Bronx Borough Landmarks Preservation Committee, a 
coalition of residents aiming to protect historic and cultural treasures of the 
borough, continued to convene online during the pandemic and throughout 
2021, focusing on protected areas and those in need of LPC designation.  

As New York City began to come back from the peak of the pandemic, 
HDC continued to conduct virtual talks and tours, attracting visitors from 
around the world. When people felt comfortable to gather in person, our live 
tours helped them reconnect to the city and each other. Earlier this month 
the application process for our annual Six to Celebrate program began. This 
popular initiative provides strategic resources to six neighborhood groups in 
critical moments to reach their respective preservation goals.  

All of this work is possible because of HDC’s talented and hardworking staff 
and because of you and your generosity and energy, and we thank you for 
your support and enthusiasm.  

With gratitude, a rousing toast to our Lion Darren Walker, and to HDC and 
all our community partners as we celebrate together.  Many thanks to you 
for your support, dedication and love of our great city.

Warm regards,

Alison Greenberg and Lorna Nowvé

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Friends of the Upper East Side Historic Districts, founded in 1982, is 
an independent, not-for-profit membership organization dedicated to 
preserving the architectural legacy, livability, and sense of place of the 
Upper East Side.

Congratulations and Thank You 
to 

Darren Walker 

from the
FRIENDS of the Upper East Side 

Historic Districts
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T h o r n t o nTo m a s e t t i . c o m

Offices Worldwide

Engineering Design, 
Investigation & Analysis

2021 Landmarks Lion Award Winner

Darren Walker
 President of the Ford Foundation
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An enthusiastic congratulations to 
Darren Walker whose work on behalf 
of the preservation of Strivers Row in 

the 1970s I covered as a NYPost
 reporter (before Murdoch!!).

Roberta Brandes Gratz
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O 

D A R R E N  W A L K E R  A N D 

T H E  F O R D  F O U N D A T I O N 

O N  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  H O N O R

Environmental, Planning & 
Engineering Consultants

www.akrf.com

FREE CLASSICAL MUSIC 
CONCERTS 

IN THE NAUMBURG 
BANDSHELL

ON THE CONCERT GROUND OF 
CENTRAL PARK

SINCE 1905
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Congratulations and Gratitude

To Darren Walker & The Ford Foundation

5 Pointz Aerosol Art Center - aerosol art / artist rights advocacy

In tribute to 
Darren Walker and 

The Ford Foundation.

Lloyd P. Zuckerberg
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A Brighter Future, Together

Thank you for your support of Historic Districts Council. Whether 
this is your first time attending a Historic Districts Council event, or 
you are a longtime Friend, you have helped us continue our mission as 
the citywide advocate for historic neighborhoods. Historic Districts 
Council has helped protect almost every one of the thousands of 
landmarks buildings and the over 150 officially designated historic 
districts across the City of New York.
 
Historic Districts Council is the only organization in New York City 
which reviews every public proposal affecting historic buildings and 
neighborhoods. We offer a full range of public programs, including 
walking tours, Preservation School, and our annual Conference. Our 
Six to Celebrate program has forwarded preservation campaigns 
in all five boroughs and has helped over 50 community groups 
and coalitions achieve their goals of neighborhood surveys, public 
education, and landmark designation. We could not do this work 
without you and there is so much more to do.

So today, we ask that you commit to the Historic Districts Council of 
tomorrow. We ask that you make a year-end gift to Historic Districts 
Council, or that you remember us in your estate or retirement plans. 
Future New Yorkers will thank you for it and so will we.

With each new connection made and person engaged, we are ensuring 
that New York’s future will include its past. Your gift will ensure that 
New York’s future includes a strong, healthy, and vibrant Historic 
Districts Council as well.

Please contact Manager of Development Helen Freeman at 
(212) 614-9107 for further information or visit hdc.org.

19
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Preservation · Rehabilitation · Adaptive Reuse · New Construction
cwbarchitects.com

19

TThhee  SSoouutthh  SSttrreeeett  SSeeaappoorrtt  CCooaalliittiioonn,,  IInncc..  wwiillll  bbee  ffiilliinngg  aa  llaawwssuuiitt  
aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  cciittyy  aanndd  tthhee  HHoowwaarrdd  HHuugghheess  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn  wwhheenn  ‘‘rriippee’’  aass::  
““tthhee  LLaannddmmaarrkkss  PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn  LLaaww  ssiilleennttllyy  rreemmiinnddss  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  vvaalluuee    

–– eevveenn  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  vvaalluuee  –– iinn  tthhee  ppaasstt””..

EExxppeerriieenncceedd  AAttttoorrnneeyyss  MMiicchhaaeell  GGrruueenn,,  SSaauull  SScchhaappiirroo  aanndd  
RReeeedd  SSuuppeerr  ffoorrmm  oouurr  lleeggaall  tteeaamm..    TThhee  ssuucccceessss  ooff  oouurr  llaawwssuuiitt  
wwiillll  bbee  aa  vviiccttoorryy  ffoorr  aallll  tthhoossee  ““iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppaasstt  ooff  oouurr  cciittyy””..

••  CCaann  aa  ddeevveellooppeerr  nnooww  ““bbuuyy””  aa  CC  ooff  AA  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLPPCC  jjuusstt  bbyy  ffuunnddiinngg  aa  ‘‘cchhaarriittyy’’??

••  DDoo  hheeiigghhtt  lliimmiittss  hhaavvee  aannyy  vvaalluuee  iiff  AAiirr  RRiigghhttss  ffrroomm  aaffaarr  ccaann  bbee  ppiilleedd  oonn  ttoopp??

••  WWhhyy  ddiidd  CCiittyy  HHaallll  sseeeekk  ttoo  iinnfflluueennccee  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  LLPPCC  CCoommmmiissssiioonneerrss??

••  IIss  tthheerree  aa  rroollee  ffoorr  tthhee  LLPPCC  ttoo  pprreesseerrvvee  hhiissttoorriicc  ddiissttrriiccttss  iiff  ssoo  ccoommpprroommiisseedd??

PLEASE HELP US DEFEND THE SOUTH STREET SEAPORT 
HISTORIC DISTRICT!

What can you do?
Click here to donate to our 501C3 legal fund:  
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/4190078

Send checks to: South Street Seaport 
Coalition c/o Southbridge Towers 

Management Office
90 Beekman Street, New York, NY 10038

2021-LLprogram-final.indd   192021-LLprogram-final.indd   19 11/24/21   5:03 PM11/24/21   5:03 PM



20 21

Remy Martin
Landmarks Lion Signature Cocktail "The Preservationist "
A Cognac Old Fashioned by Remy Martin 

The Old Fashioned was developed in the 19th century. It is a short, 
intense, full-bodied but surprisingly smooth classic, boasting the 
richness of the VSOP blend and stirred to perfection, as called for 
by tradition.

"I’m playing with eaux-de-vie that have been selected by the 
previous generation of cellar masters. We always say we are thinking a 
century ahead."
Baptiste Loiseau, Remy Martin Cellar Master

THE PRESERVATIONIST  
1¾ oz Rémy Martin VSOP
Brown sugar
Bitters
 
In a glass, soak the sugar lump in the bitters.
Then add two cubes of ice.
Pour the cognac over and stir until silky smooth, adding more ice 
as you stir. 
Garnish with an orange twist.

A SPECIAL 
THANK YOU
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A SPECIAL 
THANK YOU

Le labo
Carefully crafted scented touches, Made in NYC

"We believe New York made us this way, with a dose of Wabi-Sabi and a 
few lines from Thoreau. We believe we/you should put away our modern 
tools and take the time to smell the roses along the way"

The Historic Districts Council 
thanks Jonathan Meres Cohen

for donating his beautiful calligraphy 
work and his design for the evening’s 

I AM PRESERVATION masks!
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CHAMPION
Agnes Gund

AMBASSADOR
Françoise Astorg Bollack & Tom Killian
Katharine Rayner

BENEFACTOR
Franny Eberhart / FRIENDS of the Upper East Side   
 Historic Districts 

PATRON
Ascendant Neighborhood Development Corporation
John Bacon
Eric Baum
Brendan Coburn
Marie Flageul
Roberta Brandes Gratz
Alison Greenberg
The Green-Wood Cemetery
J.M. Kaplan Fund
Christopher London
South Street Seaport Coalition, Inc.
Thomas A. Fenniman Architect
Thornton Tomasetti
Virginia Trunkes
Walter B. Melvin Architects, LLC

SPONSOR
Leo Blackman and Ken Monteiro
Robin Chadha
Doreen Gallo

22

BENEFIT 
COMMITTEE 

23
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BENEFIT 
COMMITTEE 

Higgins Quasebarth & Partners
Hiller, PC
David Hochberg
Brenda Levin
Magnusson Architecture and 
Planning PC
Lois Rakoff
Anne Van Ingen
Fred Wistow
Lloyd Zuckerberg

FRIEND
A. Ottavino Corporation
Lisa Ackerman
AKRF
Angel Ayón
Penelope Bareau
Miriam Berman
Peg Breen / New York 
 Landmarks Conservancy
Hal Bromm and Don Meris
Brooklyn Heights Association
Rober Byrom
George Calderaro
Kelly Carroll
Julia Charles
Nora De Broder
Mary Dierickx
Gregory Dietrich
Andrew Dolkart
Daniel J. Donovan
Vivian Ducat
DUMBO Neighborhood Alliance

EverGreene Architectural Arts
Geoffrey and Lisa Fieldkamp
Judith Francis and Roy Sloan
Michael Goldblum, 
 Building Studio Architects
David and Liz Goldfarb
Susan Hopper
Debra A. James
Matthew Jenkins
Kyle Johnson
Robert Kornfeld, Jr.
Jeffrey Kroessler and Laura Heim
Anthony and Elaine Manheim
Patrick Murphy
Jorge Otero-Pailos / Columbia   
 University Graduate School  
 of Architecture Planning and  
 Preservation
Mitch Paluszek
Otis and Nancy Pearsall
Gina Pollara
Jean Prabhu
Amelia Prounis
ReThinkPennStationNYC
Joseph Rosenberg
Judi Rosenthal
Bette Samuel
Frank Sanchis
Silman
Beverly Moss Spatt
Frampton Tolbert
Save Harlem Now!
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Susan Tunick 
Norbert Weissberg and
 Judith Schneider
Adrian Untermyer
Anthony Wood

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Jeb Hart
Remy Martin
Pauline Metcalf
Richard Moses
Robert Ohlerking
Meera Singh
Tatiana Werbizky

BENEFIT 
COMMITTEE 
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Congratulations to 
Darren Walker and the 

Ford Foundation 
2021 Landmarks Lion

Silman

 
 

 

THOMAS A. FENN I MAN 

ARCHITECT 

ONE UNION SQUARE WEST, SUITE 501, NEW YORK, NY 10003 

TH0MAS@TAFARCHITECT.C0M 'Zr 212.414.0250 

Congratulations to 
Darrren Walker and The Ford Foundation 

as the 2021 
Landmarks Lion Award recipient
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Sustainable, inclusive housing.

maparchitects.com

Magnusson 
Architecture and 
Planning PC

In Honor of 
Kelly Carrol, 

Passionate 
Preservationist

Jean Prabhu,
Iron Hills 

Civic Association
Staten Island
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LANDMARKS 
LIONS 

50 Years of HDC – 2020

Anne Van Ingen – 2019

Boston Valley Terra Cotta; 
Friends of Terra Cotta; 
and Gladding, McBean – 2018

Jeffrey Greene and EverGreene 
Architectural Arts – 2017

Nancy Pearsall and 
Francis Morrone – 2016

Pride of Lions- 2015

Andrew Scott Dolkart – 2014

Hugh & Tiziana Hardy – 2013

Roberta Brandes Gratz – 2012

Barbaralee 
Diamonstein-Spielvogel – 2011

Robert A. M. Stern – 2010

Rev. Dr. Thomas F. Pike –2009

Walter Melvin – 2008

Lisa Ackerman – 2007

Robert Silman – 2006

Barry Lewis – 2005

Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & 
Planners – 2004

Kitty Carlisle Hart – 2003

Kenneth K. Fisher – 2002

Dorothy Miner – 2001

Joyce Matz – 2000

Anthony C. Wood – 1999

Dr. James Marston Fitch – 1998

Kent Barwick – 1997

Edward S. Kirkland – 1996

Joan K. Davidson – 1995

Arlene Simon – 1994

Otis Pratt Pearsall – 1994

Margot Gayle – 1993

Jack Taylor – 1992

Halina Rosenthal – 1991

Christabel Gough – 1990
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Staff
Lorna Nowvé, Interim Executive Director
Michelle Arbulu, Director of Communications & Programs
Kathie Brill, Preservation and Advocacy Associate
Helen Freeman, Manager of Development
Diego Robayo, Public Relations Specialist for Hispanic Communities
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