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REQUEST FOR EVALUATION (RFE) - HISTORIC DISTRICT

INSTRUCTIONS:

The Landmarks Preservation Commission is responsible for identifying and designating the special buildings and sites that
represent the architectural, historical and cultural heritage of New York City. The Commission’s Research Department accepts
suggestions from the public regarding potential historic resources throughout the five boroughs. If an area appears to rise to the
level of significance necessary to be considered for Historic District designation, the agency may conduct additional research and
may recommend it for consideration by the Commission.

Please complete all 5 sections of this form. Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required. An incomplete submission may slow
down review of your request. Additional materials may also be included with the evaluation form. You may mail this form to the
address above or send it by email to REE@Ipc.nyc.gov.

1. SUBMISSION CHECKLIST

To request the evaluation of a property’s Landmark eligibility, you must include ALL of the following materials:

Completed Request for Evaluation Form (5 sections)

Statement of Significance (Section 5 on page 2 of this RFE form)

Current photographs of representative streetscapes in the proposed district. Photographs should comprehensively reflect
the current conditions.

Map of proposed boundaries

2. PROPOSED LANDMARK TYPE (Please select ONE of the following)

[0 Historic District: Areas of the City that possess architectural and historical significance and a distinct "sense of place."
Examples include the Brooklyn Heights, Greenwich Village, and Tribeca Historic Districts.

3. REQUESTOR INFORMATION

NAME*

Diego Robayo

TELEPHONE*

917-771-3734

E-MAIL ADDRESS

AFFILITATION/REPRESENTING*

drobayo@hdc.org Historic Districts Council
ADDRESS*232 E llth St APT./STE./FLR.*
CITY, STATE*I\IeW York, NY ZIP CODE* 10003 DATE OF REQUEST*IVIay 26th, 2023

4. AREA TO BE EVALUATED

NAME OF PROPOSED DISTRICT*

74 Hugh J. Grant Circle

BOROUGH*
The Bronx

BOUNDARY OF AREA PROPOSED (PLEASE ATTACH MAP)*

DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION (IF KNOWN)

1948

ORIGINAL USE (IF KNOWN)
Bank

ARCHITECT (IF KNOWN)
Halsey, McCormack & Helmer
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5. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Please provide a statement explaining why you think this area of the city should be considered for designation as a Historic
District by the Landmarks Preservation Commission. Use additional sheets if necessary.

74 Hugh J. Grant Circle in Parkchester Circle is a former branch of the Dollar Savings Bank, it opened in
1948 and was designed by architect Adolf L. Muller of Halsey, McCormack & Helmer. The Dollar Savings
Bank played an important role in the economic and cultural development of the Bronx, and 74 Hugh J. Grant
Circle is a significant example of the bank's expansion in the mid-20th century. The bank was founded in
1887 as the first thrift institution to be organized in the Bronx, and its trustees used savings deposits to fund
improvements in the borough. By 1948, the Dollar Savings Bank had become the sixth largest mutual
savings bank in the nation.

The architects, Halsey, McCormack & Helmer were a prominent architectural firm that specialized in bank
buildings. The firm designed the Williamsburgh Savings Bank at 209 Havemeyer Street in Brooklyn, a
neo-Classical building originally constructed between 1906 and 1908. This building was designated an
individual landmark in March of 2018. The firm also designed the Dollar Savings Bank (now Emigrant
Savings Bank), at 2516-2530 Grand Concourse in 1932, which was designated an individual landmark in
1992. In the designation report, LPC noted the firm’ s outstanding work in bank buildings and branch
offices. LPC also highlighted their innovative construction techniques and their use of steel-frame
construction to accommodate large spaces. The building at 74 Hugh J. Grant Circle is an excellent example
of the firm's work and of the Moderne style, and it possesses all the significance in history and design that
the two landmarked banks have.

The interior of the bank is embellished by murals by renowned artist Arthir Crisp, whose work deserves to be
preserved and should be considered for interior landmark status. Crisp's career encompassed various facets
of art, including commercial art, painting, and muralism. His contributions as a muralist were notable and
noteworthy. He was commissioned to create murals for several significant locations, such as the British and
Canadian Recruiting mural on the Boston Common for the Canadian War Memorials, the Reading Room of
the House of Commons in Ottawa, the Imperial Bank of Commerce in Toronto, the Capitol Building in
Columbus, Ohio, and the State Educational Building in Albany, NY. Crisp received several
acknowledgements throughout his career, such as winning a bronze medal at the Pan-Pacific Exhibition in
San Francisco in 1915 and the Halgarten Prize at the National Academy of Design exhibition in New York in
1916.

The inclusion of the Dollar Savings Bank in Parkchester would serve as a profound recognition of the
neighborhood's illustrious past, which regrettably lacks any formal appreciation for its remarkable
architectural heritage. Parkchester, a community steeped in historical significance, regrettably boasts an
absence of notable landmarks. Astonishingly, this dearth extends to neighboring areas such as Unionport
and Soundview, which too fail to showcase any landmarks. The closest landmark, Saint Peter's Church, lies
over a mile away and received its designation in 1976. Furthermore, Parkchester has endured the
unfortunate consequence of negligent developers and management companies, exhibiting a concerning
disregard for the preservation of the neighborhood's cherished historical elements. Notably, the iconic
terracotta sculptures adorning the Parkchester complex have suffered from careless removal and neglect by
the complex owners. Given this flagrant disregard for historical recognition and the building's enduring
relevance and integrity, the designation of the Dollar Savings Bank at 74 Hugh J. Grant Circle in Parkchester
would undeniably contribute greatly to the esteemed collection of landmarks within the city of New York.

Page 2 of 2 Revised 5/17



	REQUEST FOR EVALUATION (RFE) - HISTORIC DISTRICT

	Completed Request for Evaluation Form 5 sections: On
	Statement of Significance Section 5 on page 2 of this RFE form: On
	Current photographs of representative streetscapes in the proposed district Photographs should comprehensively reflect: On
	Map of proposed boundaries: On
	Historic District Areas of the City that possess architectural and historical significance and a distinct sense of place: Off
	NAME:  Diego Robayo
	TELEPHONE:  917-771-3734
	EMAIL ADDRESS: drobayo@hdc.org
	AFFILITATIONREPRESENTING: Historic Districts Council 
	ADDRESS: 232 E 11th St
	APTSTEFLR: 
	CITY STATE: New York, NY
	ZIP CODE: 10003
	DATE OF REQUEST: May 26th, 2023
	NAME OF PROPOSED DISTRICT: 74 Hugh J. Grant Circle
	BOROUGH: The Bronx
	BOUNDARY OF AREA PROPOSED PLEASE ATTACH MAP: 
	DATES OF CONSTRUCTION IF KNOWN: 1948
	ORIGINAL USE IF KNOWN: Bank
	ARCHITECT IF KNOWN: Halsey, McCormack & Helmer
	5 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Please provide a statement explaining why you think this area of the city should be considered for designation as a Historic District by the Landmarks Preservation Commission Use additional sheets if necessaryRow1: 74 Hugh J. Grant Circle in Parkchester Circle is a former branch of the Dollar Savings Bank, it opened in 1948 and was designed by architect Adolf L. Muller of Halsey, McCormack & Helmer. The Dollar Savings Bank played an important role in the economic and cultural development of the Bronx, and 74 Hugh J. Grant Circle is a significant example of the bank's expansion in the mid-20th century. The bank was founded in 1887 as the first thrift institution to be organized in the Bronx, and its trustees used savings deposits to fund improvements in the borough. By 1948, the Dollar Savings Bank had become the sixth largest mutual savings bank in the nation.
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The inclusion of the Dollar Savings Bank in Parkchester would serve as a profound recognition of the neighborhood's illustrious past, which regrettably lacks any formal appreciation for its remarkable architectural heritage. Parkchester, a community steeped in historical significance, regrettably boasts an absence of notable landmarks. Astonishingly, this dearth extends to neighboring areas such as Unionport and Soundview, which too fail to showcase any landmarks. The closest landmark, Saint Peter's Church, lies over a mile away and received its designation in 1976. Furthermore, Parkchester has endured the unfortunate consequence of negligent developers and management companies, exhibiting a concerning disregard for the preservation of the neighborhood's cherished historical elements. Notably, the iconic terracotta sculptures adorning the Parkchester complex have suffered from careless removal and neglect by the complex owners. Given this flagrant disregard for historical recognition and the building's enduring relevance and integrity, the designation of the Dollar Savings Bank at 74 Hugh J. Grant Circle in Parkchester would undeniably contribute greatly to the esteemed collection of landmarks within the city of New York.




